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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE FORCE MODERNIZATION 

REFS: (A) LISBON 2219, (B) USNATO 1472 (PARA 8A) 

DURING MARCH 18 CONVERSATION WITH PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR 
TO THE US, DEPTOFF DESCRIBED DEMARCHES WHICH U.S. HAD 
UNDERTAKEN IN NATO CAPITALS (EXCEPT ANKARA, ATHENS AND 
REYKJAVIK) IN FEBRUARY TO URGE CONTRIBUTIONS TO PORTUGUESE 
FORCE MODERNIZATION EFFORT. DEPTOFF SAID THAT WHILE 
THERE HAD BEEN EXPRESSIONS OF SOME WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST 
IN TRAINING, MOST ALLIES HAD OFFERED LITTLE ENCOURAGEMENT 
RE THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE MATERIEL. DEPTOFF THOUGHT 
TIME HAD COME FOR LISBON TO INSTRUCT ITS EMBASSIES TO 
UNDERTAKE SUPPORTING DEMARCHES. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED 
THAT THIS SUGGESTION WAS A GOOD ONE AND HE WOULD SO INFORM 
LISBON. 
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